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Professor Ron Kenett, Chairman of the KPA Group, Senior Research Fellow, Samuel 
Neaman Institute, Technion and chairman of the Data Science Society, Israel. Ron 
authored and co-authored over 250 papers and 18 books on topics ranging from industrial 
statistics, biostatistics, data science, surveys and statistical methods in healthcare. He was 
awarded the 2015 Greenfield Medal by the Royal Statistical Society (RSS), the 2018 Box 
Medal by the European Network for Business and Industrial Statistics (ENBIS), life 
achievement award from the Israel Society for Quality (2022) and Alan Tayler Memorial 
Lecture, European Consortium for Mathematics in Industry (2023). He is editor in chief of 
Wiley’s StatsRef electronic Encyclopedia, on the advisory board of Data Centric 
Engineering published by Cambridge University Press and the book series Statistics for 
Industry, Technology and Engineering, published by Springer.  Ron is Member of the 
International Board of the UniSR University Centre for Statistics in the Biomedical 
Sciences (Cussb).
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The data analyst competencies - 1

1. Have a genuine desire to solve real problems and help others to solve 
problems.

2. Be able to help investigators formulate their problem in quantifiable terms.

3. Be able to listen carefully and to ask probing questions.

4. Have a broad knowledge and true understanding of statistical and scientific 
methods.

5. Be able to adapt existing statistical procedures to novel environments.

6. Be able to locate or develop good statistical procedures in a timely fashion.

7. Be able to keep abreast of developments in statistics.

8. Be willing to meet deadlines, even if it requires substantial extra effort.

9. Be able to understand something about the clients' subject matter and speak a 
bit of the clients' language.
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The data analyst competencies - 2

10. Be a good teacher—much success in consulting depends on being able to help 
others understand statistical tools, and their strengths and weaknesses.

11. Be willing to settle for a reasonably correct approximate solution, then go on to 
the next problem.

12. Be able to identify important problems (and thus avoid spending too much time 
on projects of little significance).

13. Have the confidence to use as simple a procedure as will get the job done, be it 
design or analysis.

14. Be able to convince others of the validity of a solid solution and see to it that 
proper action is taken.

15. Be able to use computers effectively and direct others in their use.

*B. Joiner, Encyclopedia of Statistical Sciences (2005) John Wiley and Sons
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The data analyst competencies - 3

16. Be a good problem solver.

17. Be willing to meet clients regularly on their home ground, and take the responsibility 
to meet and communicate with all members of the working team.

18. Be diplomatic and know when to bend, when to stand firm, and how to help smooth 
over conflicts among other team members.

19. Be willing to get some experience in the actual collection of the data.

20. Be willing to take the time to check and double-check procedures and results.

21. Be able to communicate effectively in writing as well as orally (this often includes 
helping clients write their reports as well).

22. Be able to make a good estimate of how much effort will be required to solve the 
problem without actually having to solve the problem itself.

*B. Joiner, Encyclopedia of Statistical Sciences (2005) John Wiley and Sons
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https://ceeds.unimi.it/prof-ron-kenett-short-course-in-data-science/

www.jmp.com
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https://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/mistat
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https://mybinder.org/v2/gh/gedeck/m
istat-code-solutions/binder-modern-
statistics?labpath=ModernStatistics%2
Fnotebooks%2Findex.ipynb
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https://gedeck.github.io/mistat-code-solutions/ModernStatistics/ https://gedeck.github.io/mistat-code-solutions/IndustrialStatistics/
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https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-07566-7#toc
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